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Abstract

Climate litigation constitutes a dynamic solution for addressing greenhouse gas
emissions resulting from the combustion of fossil fuels. Although the framework
of green adjudication has its origins in countries of the Global North, it has today
become a common mechanism for addressing carbon emissions even in coun-
tries of the Global South, with its scope extending from the Lahore High Court
of Pakistan to the International Court of Justice in The Hague. Employing a de-
scriptive—analytical method, this study examines some of the most significant
legal actions brought against major carbon emitters and pollution arising from
fossil fuels, and seeks to address the question of how the expansion of climate
litigation ultimately leads to the reform of undesirable patterns of energy produc-
tion and consumption. The findings indicate that the expansion of climate litiga-
tion against fossil fuels has confronted governments and the world’s largest oil
companies with a decisive choice—namely, a transition to clean energy—since
failure to do so will increasingly expose them to climate related legal claims. The
results further demonstrate that climate litigation, by targeting major carbon emit-
ters, accelerates the energy transition (from fossil fuels to clean energy sources),
and that the judgments rendered in such cases, due to their persuasive authority
and evidentiary force, can play a decisive and effective role in transforming and
correcting unsustainable patterns of energy production and consumption.
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