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Abstract

The Law on Encouragement and Protection of Foreign Investment, enacted
in 2002 (1381 SH), has taken significant steps to support its primary target,
namely foreign investors, and provides substantial incentives to nationals of
other countries. A fundamental principle that the legislator has largely adhered
to is that social interests, national security, national sovereignty, and econom-
ic security must never be sacrificed for the sake of foreign investment. The
legislator does not regard the attraction of foreign investment as an end in
itself; rather, it is considered a means to achieve economic growth, enhance
national security, uphold national sovereignty, and secure economic stability.
Whenever foreign investment conflicts with any of these three components—
national security, national sovereignty, or economic security—the investment
should be declined, as the ultimate goal of attracting foreign investment is to
strengthen social interests, not to undermine them. Therefore, the three fac-
tors—national security, national sovereignty, and economic security—each
representing a dimension of social welfare, should be regarded as deterrent
factors against undesirable foreign investment.
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Abstract

The theory of techniques of neutralization, adopting an internalist approach to the causes
of crime, considers offenders as aware of social norms and moral values and views the
individual as being under the influence of internal social controls. Nevertheless, the theory
argues that offenders, in the course of committing a crime, resort to certain justification
strategies for their behavior, referred to as techniques of neutralization. These techniques
include denial of responsibility, denial of injury, denial of the victim, condemnation of the
condemners, and loyalty to favored groups. The primary aim of this field study is to empir-
ically test the applicability of the theory of techniques of neutralization in criminologically
explaining the causes of criminal behavior. The study employs a descriptive survey meth-
odology. To examine the impact of neutralization techniques on criminal behavior, the sta-
tistical population includes all convicted minors at the Correction and Rehabilitation Center
of Khorasan Razavi Province in 2024 (1403 SH), totaling 40 juvenile offenders. Data were
collected using a researcher-designed questionnaire, the validity and reliability of which
have been confirmed. Given the small sample size, a one-sample t-test was employed. The
results indicate a significance level of p-value = 0.000, demonstrating that the use of neu-
tralization techniques by juveniles effectively facilitates the release of their internal social
controls. The computed t-statistic is t = 25.38, which is significant at the 0.001 level.
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