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Abstract

A prevailing view in Iran’s legal and judicial community holds that only fac-
tual matters in a dispute may be referred to expert examination, while legal
issues fall exclusively within the judge’s authority and cannot be delegated to
an expert (in the general sense). This article seeks to demonstrate that employ-
ing legal scholars as experts can serve as a valuable aid to judges in accurately
analyzing both factual and legal aspects of a case. Strengthening this perspec-
tive—given the unusually high caseload burdening the judiciary—would en-
hance the speed of adjudication and increase the number of well-reasoned,
legally sound rulings. At the same time, potential drawbacks and risks of this
approach must be scrutinized and mitigated to prevent abuses such as collu-
sion, corruption, or misuse of expert opinions. Crucially, the legal expert’s
role must never extend to decisive case adjudication; the judge retains full
discretion to consider all evidence, arguments, and the expert’s opinion while
rendering a verdict, without being bound by the latter. This study examines the
status of "legal experts" by analyzing relevant provisions in U.S. federal civil
procedure and evidence laws, as well as federal judicial practice, ultimately
proposing actionable solutions for Iran’s legal system.
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2. Federal Rules of Evidence, Rule 702. Testimony by Expert Witnesses.
3. Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 26. Duty to Disclose; General Provisions Governing Discovery.
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1. Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, 16(c)(2)(L): “adopting special procedures for managing potentially
difficult or protracted actions that may involve complex issues, multiple parties, difficult legal questions,
or unusual proof problems”.
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