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Abstract

Given that government contracts are governed by the General Conditions of Contract, there is a possi-
bility that a project may not be completed within the initial contractual period. In such circumstances,
the issues of extension of the contract period, changes to the contract period or renewal of the contract
may give rise to differences of opinion and disputes. Pursuant to Article 30 of the General Conditions
of Contract, entitled “Change in the Contract Period,” the employer may extend the contract only
to the extent of delays attributable to the contractor that are considered permissible. The instances
of such delays are exhaustively enumerated in the ten cases set out in paragraph (a) of that Article.
Given the title of the Article and its provision for both reduction and increase of the contract period, it
has been argued that the enumerated instances concern changes to the contract period and are distinct
from the concept of extension. Furthermore, under paragraph (a)(10) of Article 30 of the General
Conditions of Contract, the employer is authorized, in other circumstances that, in the employer’s
determination, are beyond the contractor’s fault, pursuant to paragraph (c) and at the expiry of the
initial contract period, to extend or renew the contract. The principal question is whether the General
Conditions of Contract distinguish between the concepts of “change in the contract period,” “exten-
sion of the contract period,” and “renewal of the contract.” It must also be determined whether the
instances specified in Article 30 concerning extension, change, or renewal are exhaustive. Employing
a descriptive-analytical methodology, this study concludes that paragraph (c) of Article 30 indicates
that there is no distinction between the concepts of “change in the contract period” and “extension of
the contract period.” However, given the formalities required for the conclusion of a new contract,
this Article cannot be understood as providing for the renewal of the contract. Although the legislator
has sought to enumerate the circumstances in which a contract may be extended, the inclusion of
paragraph (a)(10) of Article 30 has, in practice, created scope for the unregulated expansion of the
circumstances in which contracts may be extended. Accordingly, it is recommended that the legislator
define the instances permitting contract extension precisely and within clear and limited parameters.
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