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Abstract

Translation constitutes a bridge between people from different territories. Accordingly,
there is no doubt as to the importance of this phenomenon. Various disciplines approach
translation from diverse perspectives and seek to promote it. Law also protects translation
in the copyright system as one of the exclusive rights of the author of the work original work
subject to translation, and as a derivative work that carries rights for the translator. In this
regard, authors of literary works are granted the right of translation, enabling them either
to translate their works into a language of their choice or to authorize translators to create
translated works. Iranian law has likewise addressed the issue of translation. Initially, in
1969, the Protection of the Rights of Authors, Composers, and Artists Act was enacted,
followed by the Translation and Reproduction of Books, Periodicals, and Audio Works Act,
both of which contain provisions relating to translation. The provisions of these two statutes
are not entirely identical, and according to certain viewpoints, this divergence has resulted in
a duality of regulations concerning the subject matter, manner, and legal basis of protection
afforded to translation. Therefore, in the study, we seek to examine the legal regime govern-
ing translation in Iranian law, both as an exclusive right of the author of the original work
and as a protected work in its own right. Through a review of library-based sources and by
employing a descriptive—analytical method, the study concludes that the 1969 Act consti-
tutes the general statute governing the right of translation and translated works, whereas the
1972 Act does not introduce any substantially novel rules concerning the right of translation
and contains only limited provisions regarding translated works. The latter statute merely
affords protection to translated works in specific situations where such protection is not
provided under the 1969 Act. Consequently, the divergence between the provisions of these
two statutes does not, in practice, give rise to a conflict between them.
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