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The smuggling of goods and currency is a natural and inevitable consequence of
governments imposing restrictions or prohibitions on the import and export of goods
and currency. Accordingly, almost all societies and countries face it to some extent.
Given the specific characteristics of Iran’s economic system, including international
sanctions, limited foreign exchange resources, and a subsidy system, the grounds for
commission of smuggling are more pronounced. The diversity of factors affecting
smuggling on the one hand, and the wide range of its detrimental effects in eco-
nomic, political, security, and social spheres on the other, mean that this offense is
both influenced by the performance of state and social institutions and also affects
their performance. Therefore, effective action against smuggling requires the coor-
dination and interaction among all relevant institutions in implementing both pro-
active (preventive) and reactive (criminal and executive) measures. Based on this,
the "Central Headquarters for Combating Smuggling of Goods and Currency" was
established as a specialized and inter-agency body to manage and direct such mea-
sures. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this article examines the structure
of the Headquarters, the legal status of its resolutions, and the extent of its powers in
the areas of policymaking, planning, coordination, and supervision over the actions
of relevant institutions, as well as its role in adjudicating cases of smuggling of goods
and currency. Based on the research findings, the Headquarters faces challenges
such as: ambiguity in the legal status of its resolutions due to its inter-agency nature
and hybrid governmental-community composition; doubts about the accuracy of its
reported statistics because the Headquarters itself having an interest in the outcomes;
and failure to achieve the objectives anticipated in the laws.
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