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Abstract

One of the issues frequently attracts attention in the subjects related to the human-
ities is the transformation of theoretical discussions as they are translated into
practical frameworks. The requirements of the judicial system of the Internation-
al Criminal Court (ICC) are no exception. The Court’s practice does not always
strictly conform to the provisions of'its Statute. Accordingly, as an illustration of
this issue, the present study analyses the Jean-Pierre Bemba case and the manner
in which the ICC conducted the proceedings in this case. Jean-Pierre Bemba
was prosecuted by the ICC for leading the rebel group known as the Movement
for the Liberation of Congo (MLC) and for crimes committed against the cen-
tral government. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and drawing on li-
brary-based sources, this study examines the principles and procedural rules of
the ICC in the Bemba case. It also investigates matters including the Court’s sub-
ject-matter jurisdiction, the manner in which prosecution was conducted, the role
of the Pre-Trial Chamber throughout all stages of the proceedings, compliance
with the principles of fair trial, and respect for the rights of the accused. Although
many of the applicable procedural principles and requirements were observed in
the proceedings in this case, certain departures from the provisions of the Statute
and the application of political perspectives are also evident.
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