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Under the current legal framework, there is no express provision addressing
the permissibility of relying on an expert opinion submitted in one case in other
cases. Articles 214 and 215 of the Civil Procedure Code permit reliance on civil
or criminal case files. This study, adopting a descriptive-analytical methodol-
ogy based on library research and the analysis of judicial decisions, concludes
that, given the nature of expert opinions as judicial presumptions and means of
proof, reliance on an expert opinion rendered in another proceeding should, in
principle, be permissible, irrespective of its scope and limitations, provided that
the parties are afforded an opportunity to challenge it and present their defense.
Nevertheless, a judge cannot invariably be considered bound by an expert opin-
ion issued in another proceeding, unless that opinion has also been incorporated
into the reasoning and grounds of the earlier judgment. If the expert opinion is
not part of the judgment's reasoning, the issue of extending the res judicata effect
to the expert opinion arises. The unity or multiplicity of the subject matter of the
expert opinion and the parties of the two cases also influence the determination.
Where the parties to both proceedings are identical, reliance on the expert opin-
ion in the subsequent proceedings should, in principle, be permissible and, sub-
ject to certain conditions, where the matter falls within the scope of res judicata,
binding on the court in the subsequent proceedings. Where the parties are not
identical, however, the expert opinion should be regarded as a judicial presump-
tion capable of contributing to the ascertainment of the truth.
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